
 

 

 

 

    

 

 SJS  

 Weekly Family Notes 

 April 8, 2022 

 
Dear Families, 
 
        Today our 2nd-5th graders received the healing sacrament of Reconciliation.  Lent is an important 
time for repentance and reflection.  As I reflect on the past three quarters of our school year, there are 
some things that we executed well, and there are some things that I wish I would have done differently.  
As planning for next year continues, please be on the lookout for some upcoming opportunities for parent 
feedback and input.   
 Speaking of next year, the Archdiocese is having a raffle.  (Are they copying my idea?!?!)  Families 
who register by April 13th will be entered into a raffle to win a full registration fee credit.  Eight Saint John 
School families will $125 to be credited towards tuition.  If you are having trouble enrolling or have 
questions, please call the office.  Please note that financial aid is still available.  Additional aid is also 
available to assist families who do not fall into our appeal categories (i.e., loss of job or income; illness or 
death in family), but rather might simply need additional assistance in order to start or continue their 
children’s education at SJS.  To receive the assistance, families must submit and complete a financial aid 

application as usual. Categories of need which this program is intended to address are: • Families with 

multiple children in a school • Families who are over income per our awarding criteria • Families who have 

higher expenses due to children in Catholic high school or college • Families who fall between our award 
bands.  If you think you may qualify for this separate assistance, please reach out to me directly.   
 Please also reach out to me directly at jdebona@saintjohngoshen.org if you would like to volunteer 
for recess duty and can commit to volunteering at least twice a week from 11:55-1:10 or 12:30-1:40.  We 
are happy to offer this opportunity for parent involvement now that many of our Covid restrictions have 
been lifted.  With Easter parties (birthdays and other celebrations) coming up, I wanted to let you know of 
another restriction that has been lifted.  Snacks for class parties no longer need to individually pre-
packaged.  And as was the case last week, parents are now invited to join us for gatherings in the Church.  
We will celebrate Easter as a community with Mass on Friday, April 29th at 9:00.   
 With the beginning of a new quarter, I want to remind families of the importance of getting students 
to school on time.  Routines are paramount for our youngest learners and late arrivals interrupt the 
learning that is already in progress.  Tardies decreased earlier this winter, but they have risen significantly 
over the past few weeks.  I look forward to a smooth fourth quarter in this regard. 
 This week, you should have received an e-mail from your child’s teacher if a parent conference is 
requested.  (Parents can also request one even if the teacher did not.)  With three quarters under our 
belts, there is a limited amount of time to avoid summer school for some of our students who have not 
done well.  Just so you know, Saint John School will be utilizing the Catapult Summer Program if summer 
school is mandated for any of our students.  The Catapult Summer Program is also a wonderful 
opportunity for any and all of our students.  Parents should have received an e-mail from the company 
earlier this week about enrolling.  If you have questions about the program, please reach out.  With the 
end of the year in sight, I want to encourage any parent that thinks their child may need certain 
accommodations to please reach out to me.  The deadline for requesting student support services from 
Goshen is June 1.  
 Finally, some districts may not be bussing next week.  Please reach out to your local district to 
inquire if they are.  If they are not, please let them know that the lack of equity in transportation is affecting 
your family.  Be polite in asking that your complaint as a taxpayer be noted and that the supervisor be 
made aware of your concern for the lack of service.  I am optimistic (or optimistically naive) that this will 
change for next year if our collective voices are loud enough.  
 Please accept my best for a peaceful weekend.  
 
Yours in Catholic education, 
Mr. De Bona 

  
  



 

  

   Monday students will have the opportunity to purchase a hot dog with chocolate chip  
   cookies. Payment ($3 per lunch) must be in no later than 8:15 Monday morning.  Exact  
   change is preferred and very much appreciated, and checks can be made out to Saint  
   John School (put “lunch” on the memo line).  Requests for lunch after this time   
   significantly impact our ability to facilitate a smooth process, and we cannot guarantee  
   the order.  Parents may pre-pay by the week, but all moneys must be in by the day of the 
   lunch.  We anticipate offering a hot lunch five days a week next school year. 

 

Looking ahead…  

Sunday, April 10th: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Tuesday, April 12th: Half-day; Parent-Teacher Conferences (Zoom/by appt.) 

Thursday, April 14th: Holy Thursday, School Closed 

Friday, April 15th: Good Friday, School Closed 

Saturday, April 16th: Holy Saturday 

Sunday, April 17th: Easter Sunday 

Monday, April 18-Friday, April 22nd: Easter Break 

 

Looking farther ahead… 

Monday, April 25th: School Resumes 

Tuesday, April 26th-Thursday, April 28th: NYS Math Exams 

Friday, April 29th: SJS Easter Mass 9:00 (parents/guardians are welcome) 

 

Have a peaceful weekend. 

 


